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garet, the Keeper's daughter. In James IV (c. 1591)
the pseudo-historical setting frames the stories of the
noble Ida and the wronged but faithful Dorothea.
In the incidents of the plot, with its woman disguised
as a page, the faithless lover, and the final reconciliation,
and also in the sweetness, modesty, and loyalty of the
heroine, the play reminds us of Shakespeare's comedies
and is indeed very close to The Two Gentlemen of
Verona, in which he was clearly adopting Greene's
formula*

Tragedy naturally lagged somewhat behind comedy
as a form of popular entertainment.   So far as we can
judge from the extant plays, there was until the appear-
ance of Kyd and Marlowe no real union between
Senecan imitations like Gorboduc (1562), Jocasta (1566),
and The Misfortunes of Arthur (1588), on the one hand,
and popular medleys of morality,, tragedy, and farce
like Cambises (1565), Heresies (pr. 1567), and Appius and
Virginia (1563), on the other.   Marlowe's Tamburlaine
(1587) was an epoch-making play because it brought
to the popular drama true poetry and genuine passion;
but it and its successors also established a new type
of tragedy.   Marlowe made no effort to retain the
structure or themes of classical tragedy; on the con-
trary, he made his plays loosely connected series of
scenes dealing with the life and death of the hero,
crowded with persons and with startling action.   In
this he was conforming to the method of the dramatic
narratives that pleased the theaters.   But each play